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The color of success
Students of Color Dinner
reminds all to “lift as we climb”

F

or more than a generation, as
SUNY Buffalo Law School has admitted classes that increasingly
look like America, the school’s students of
color have gathered at year end to remind
themselves, and those who will follow
them, that nothing is beyond their reach.
That inspiring tradition continued
April 19 with the 23rd annual Students of
Color Dinner. The event, held a stone’s
throw from campus at the Buffalo Niagara Marriott, celebrated the students
who are graduating, passed the torch to
those continuing their Law School journey, and honored several trailblazers in
the legal profession.
Chief among the latter was Hon. Rose
Sconiers ’73, who since 2010 has served
on the Appellate Division, Fourth Department, of New York State’s Supreme
Court. Sconiers previously was a Buffalo
City Court judge, executive attorney of
the Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, and assistant corporation counsel for the City of
Buffalo.
In her keynote address, Sconiers noted
that “in 2012, the legal profession has
changed greatly, especially since I began
my career. Before, it was with typewriter
and carbon paper – there was no iPad, no
smart phones, no Twitter, no Instagram
and no Facebook. So we gather at a time
of great challenge and opportunity for
the legal profession, and for you.”
Encouraging her listeners to press on
through the inevitable professional setbacks, Sconiers spoke of several difficult
elections, including two in which recounts were necessary before she was declared the winner.
“The pattern is all about challenges
and perseverance,” the judge said.“You
cannot be turned back. You have to persevere. You have to stand firm and say, this is
what I want to do.”
She spoke also in support of working
in the public service, saying,“Giving back
to a community is a way of repaying the
previous generations that paved the way
for our success.” In addition, she said,
people of color who serve the public provide role models for young people and

“make a conscious effort to contribute to
the progress of generations to come.”
Two SUNY Buffalo Law School alumni – Jonathan S. Beane ’98 andSada Manickam ’96 – were honored with Distinguished Alumni Awards.
Beane, executive director of workforce
diversity and inclusion for Time Warner,
asserted,“It is critical that we increase the
number of students of color not only at
SUNY Buffalo but at all law schools. As
the 2010 census has shown, the demographics of our society have changed
rapidly and dramatically, but only 10 percent of all attorneys and judges in the
United States are people of color. The Law
School must take aggressive steps to make
sure students of color are well represented
in the student body.”
He encouraged the audience as well to
take some chances in their careers.“Show
me a lawyer that has taken a risk but failed
and rebounded to achieve success, and I
would say that’s greatness,” Beane said.
“So failure’s OK, taking risks is OK. You
will get up and it will get better. Be bold,
be competent, and follow your passion
fully.”

L

isa M. Mueller ’93, assistant dean
for alumni and communications,
accepted the award for Manickam, an immigaration litigator in the Department of Justice who had a schedule
conflict and could not attend. His remarks stressed the importance of building and maintaining relationships with
Law School professors and classmates,
and with colleagues in the legal profession.
“Probably the most important thing
I’ve learned as an adult is this: Your professional growth is a product of the connections you make,” Manickam wrote.
“Don’t spend all your time worrying
about billable hours, but get out into the
outside world. And if you’re passionate
about an area of law, such as civil rights,
look for mentors and take their lessons to
heart. It is time well spent.”
The recipient of the Trailblazer Award
was Stephanie Saunders ’00, director of

From left to right: Brenda W. McDuffie and
Stephanie A. Saunders ’00, winner of the
Trailblazer Award. See inside back cover for
additional photos.

medical affairs for Kaleida Health. In brief
remarks, she thanked her own mentors
and her family, and left the audience with
“a pearl from my grandmother: Always
keep your mind open. If you come gracefully, leave gracefully, because this is a very
small community.”
Lise Gelernter, SUNY Buffalo Law
School’s director of externship programs,
was honored with the Jacob D. Hyman
Professor Award. In her acceptance remarks, she paid tribute to the Students of
Color organization “for creating a community that gives a minority students a
home, a place for networking, support
and socializing.”
The organization also awarded “Lift as
We Climb” scholarships to Shantina Addison, a Buffalo high school senior, and
Dominique Johnson, a senior at Buffalo
State College. The Monique E. Emdin
Scholarship Award went to Tamara
Wright ’12. And each of the three student
groups that make up the Students of Color awarded its own President’s Award: the
Latin American Law Students Association, Lizeth Castillo ’14; the Black Law
Students Association, Jasmine Paul ’12;
and the Asian-Pacific American Law Students Association, Tracy Liu ’12.
The Students of Color Dinner was
chaired by Lizeth Castillo ’14 and Bibin
Mathew ’13.
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